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It was this period of drug-taking that established
firmly the Young Marshal's reputation for weakness
and instability. Had he become a Christian instead
of an opium-addict, it is possible that the history of
Manchuria might have been very different.
When Chang Hsueh-liang returned to Mukden
after his father's death, his own position was still
undefined. He had been Commander of the Third and
Fourth North-eastern Armies; and by the Provincial
Assembly he was given the title of Pacification Com-
missioner of the three North-eastern Provinces.
But with his patrimony, he inherited from his father
certain unspecified commitments to Japan. And one
very powerful group of senior officials and advisers,
headed by the old enemy Yang Yu-t'ing, and his
closest associate, a certain Chang Ying-huai, were
openly in favour of "independence" for Manchuria
and co-operation with Japan. It was a clear choice
between Nanking and Tokio. The Young Marshal
did not hesitate.
He was heartily sick of Chinese civil wars, and
genuinely believed that the North-eastern provinces
were a part of China which should be brought into
close connection with the Central Government. By
way of encouragement, Nanking conferred on him
the title of Governor of the North-eastern Borders.
Yang Yu-t'ing and his group were in favour of con-
tinuing the war in North China, where Feng Yu-
hsiang, Yen Hsi-shan, and the discredited Wang
Ching-wei still held out against the Nationalists in a
rather shaky triumvirate. But Chang Hsueh-liang
made it clear that he was for internal unity rather
than internal strife, and gave some point to this by